Quick Facts About Sumatra

» Sumatra is the only place in the world where tigers, elephants, rhinos and orangutans co-exist.

« It is home to the forest with the greatest vascular plant diversity of any lowland forest ever studied.

« It has perhaps the world’s highest deforestation rate.

+ It has lost 48 percent of its forests — more than 12 million hectares of forest — since 1985.

+ It contains nine ‘“tiger conservation landscapes” identified by experts as important habitat for Sumatran tigers.
* It is home to two of the world's largest pulp mills, owned by Asia Pulp & Paper (APP) and APRIL.

« It is estimated to contain the largest store of peat carbon in Southeast Asia under its peat forests.

Sumatra’s Natural Forest

Sumatra is the world’s sixth-largest island and the second-largest Indone-
sian island, after Borneo. This island has diverse natural forest types; 218
species of vascular plants were recorded in a single 200-square-meter plot
of dry lowland forest in the Tesso Nilo landscape of central Sumatra, more
than twice as many as recorded in the Amazon or any other forest studied.
No lowland forest known to science comes close to matching the hyper-
richness of species diversity in Tesso Nilo. Sumatra is also high in plant
endemism - plants found nowhere else in the world -- including exotic
species like the tallest flower in the world, titan arum (Amorphophallus
titanum). Many of these natural forests are also important to protect deep
peat soil underneath, which is concentrated mainly on the eastern coast of
the island.

Yet Sumatra has seen the highest rate of natural forest loss not only in
Indonesia but also in the world, due to transmigration, pulp & paper and
palm oil production, and other development. Between 1985 and 2007, the
island lost 12 million hectares of natural forest, a 48% loss in 22 years. By
2007, the island had only 30% forest cover (13 million hectares). The
lowlands on the east side of Sumatra’s mountain ranges especially are at
high risk of extinction. Some areas there lost more than 70% of their natu-
ral forest cover and are close to being lost forever.

In recent years, natural forest loss has been driven mainly by expansion of
pulpwood and oil palm plantations. This is pushing flagship species like
Sumatran elephants, tigers and rhinos closer to extinction, and is also
causing significant greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere from
the loss of natural forest itself and also from the peat under the cleared
areas. Land and forest fires that are deliberately set to clear land in Suma-
tra also cover the region with transboundary haze that is so severe that it
blankets Southeast Asia some years and causes significant economic
losses to the region. Blackouts have become more frequent because the
majority of Sumatra’s electricity relies on access to a good supply of water,
which is getting more and more difficult to acquire due to loss of natural
forest in watersheds.
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